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|  The  Turner  Family 

I  have  prepared  the  following  brief  history  of 
the  Turner  Family  with  which  I  am  connected. 
Persons  bearing  this  name  are  in  many  sections  of 
the  United  States  and  apparently  they  are  not  all 
related.  If  so  the  connection  is  now  so  remote 
that  it  cannot  be  determined.  Descendants  are  so 
numerous  and  widely  scattered  that  I  have  only 
tried  to  write  the  early  and  immediate  history  of 
"lour  branch  with  the  hope  that  younger  members 
of  the  family  will  add  additional  information  re¬ 
garding  his  or  her  immediate  connection. 

October  24,  1960.  William  Bruce  Turner 


A  Sketch  of 
The  Turner  Family 

TT  IS  NOT  my  purpose  to  give  an  account  of 
the  origin  of  the  Turner  family  or  its  early 
European  and  American  history.  The  name  is 
found  in  many  ancient  records.  Some  think  it  was 
of  Norman  origin,  while  others  think  it  is  of 
Anglo-Saxon  derivation.  Families  of  this  name 
were  early  found  in  the  English  countries  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Oxford,  York,  Norfolk,  Derby,  London 
and  elsewhere. 

They  were  generally  of  the  landed  gentry  or 
yeomanry  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  Turners  were  among  the 
earliest  British  settlers  in  the  New  World.  People  of 
this  name  were  in  several  of  the  original  colonies 
and  members  of  these  families  spread  over  the 
country,  and  from  the  beginning  took  an  active 
and  important  part  in  the  industrial,  civic  and 
political  life  of  the  Nation.  Several  were  officers  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  several  attained 
prominence  in  the  educational  and  political  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  country  and  maintained  that  record 
throughout  succeeding  years. 

The  following  statement  by  John  Thompson 
contains  the  earliest  available  authentic  informa- 
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tion  concerning  our  early  ancestors.  James  Thomp¬ 
son  and  this  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  emigrated  from 
Ireland  in  1754,  were  our  first  ancestors  to  come 
to  this  country.  Their  grandson,  John  Thompson, 
left  the  following  record  of  the  descendants  of 
their  son  Robert  Thompson  who  was  his  father: 


June  1865.  Eleven  miles  west  of  Sanatobia,  DeSoto 
County,  Mississippi  State,  U.  S.  A. 

Biographical  or  genealogical  sketch  of  my  ancestry, 
and  descendants,  so  far  as  I  know  from  tradition  and 
otherwise.  Written  in  my  74th  year  of  age  for  the 
benefit  of  my  relatives  now  living  who  may  be  able 
to  see  that  which  I  write,  June  1865. 


JOHN  THOMPSON 

James  Thompson  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  emigrated 
from  Ireland  on  account  of  religious  persecutions  A.D. 
1754,  bringing  with  them  four  children,  namely,  Alex¬ 
ander,  John,  Catherine  and  Alice,  having  born  to 
them  on  their  passage  a  son  whom  they  named  Robert. 
(My  Father) .  On  arrival  in  America,  they  settled  in 
the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  had  born  to 
them  one  other  daughter  (page  2)  which  they  named 
Elizabeth.  About  the  year  1770  the  family  moved  to 
the  Valley  of  the  Cumberland  River,  west  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  where  the  city  of  Nashville  now  stands,  where 
they  encountered  all  the  troubles  and  privations  in  the 
settlement  of  a  wilderness  county,  in  the  midst  of 
numerous  hostile  Indians,  in  which  they  and  three  of 
their  children,  Alexander,  John  and  Elizabeth  were 
murdered  by  the  savages.  Eight  miles  west  of  south- 
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west  of  Nashville,  Catherine  married  John  Starne 
Singletary.  Alice  married  Edmund  Collensworth,  and 
Robert  married  Sarah  Castleman.  All  of  whom  had 
large  families  of  children.  I  now  only  enumerate  the 
children  of  my  father,  Robert,  according  to  seniority, 
namely:  Mary  (or  Polly)  who  married  (page  3)  a 
William  Morris,  a  Georgian,  they  settled  in  Williamson 
County,  Tennessee,  and  raised  a  family  of  sons,  name¬ 
ly:  Robert,  Williamson,  Jacob  and  George,  who  lived 
to  have  families.  Jacob  Thompson  who  left  a  widow 
near  Reynoldsburgh  (then  the  seat  of  Humphreys  Coun¬ 
ty  undivided)  Tennessee,  but  no  issue.  James,  who 
left  a  widow  in  Maury  County,  Tennessee,  on  Duck 
River  below  Columbia,  and  only  one  child,  a  daughter, 
who  married  a  man  named  Maich  of  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

John  (myself)  who  married  Elizabeth  Dillahunty, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Dillahunty,  near  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Dilla¬ 
hunty  Thompson,  who  married  Moab  Stephen  Smith 
and  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  seven  miles  west 
of  Waverly,  Humphreys  County,  Tennessee.  (Page  4). 

Sarah,  (my  sister)  who  married  John  M.  Wright, 
and  reared  a  family  in  Davidson  County,  Tennessee  be¬ 
tween  Nashville  and  Murfreesboro.  Rhoda,  who  married 
Francis  Perry,  who  reared  a  family  in  Maury  County 
and  Giles  County,  Tennessee.  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Simpson  Perry  (brother  to  Francis  Perry)  and  reared 
a  family  in  said  Maury  County,  Tennessee. 

Miranda,  who  married  Henry  Wade  (an  Irishman) 
and  reared  a  family  at  Spring  Hill,  Maury  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Martha,  who  married  James  Holmes,  reared  a  family 
in  Humphreys  County,  Tennessee,  near  Waverly.  (8 
miles  west  on  Bear  Creek). 
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Matilda,  who  married  James  McLaughlin  (an  Irish¬ 
man)  who  reared  a  family,  only  one  daughter  (page  5) 
near  Spring  Hill.  My  mother  bore  two  sons,  Robert  and 
Andrew,  who  died  in  infancy.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
my  mother  bore  twelve  children,  and  died  a  little  past 
the  meridian  age  of  life.  My  father  married  a  second 
wife,  a  widow  Becton,  near  Nashville,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nancy  Slade  of  North  Carolina,  near  Wil¬ 
mington,  having  two  daughters,  Polly  and  Susan. 

Polly  married  Richard  Joselin  near  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  Susan  married  John  Lane  of  Humphreys  County, 
Tennessee,  they  each  reared  several  children. 

My  step-mother  bore  three  children  to  my  father, 
namely;  Nancy,  Charlotte  and  Lucinda. 

Nancy  married  Dr.  John  Brown  of  Humphreys 
County,  Tennessee,  (page  6)  Charlotte  married  Samuel 
Woldridge  of  Humphreys  County,  aforesaid,  and  died 
without  issue.  Lucinda  married  Dr.  James  Koen,  who 
left  at  her  death,  one  son,  Robert  T.  Koen. 

I  have  forgotten  to  give  the  name  of  my  sister, 
Mariah,  who  married  Willie  Turner  of  Sumner  County, 
Tennessee,  settled  in  Humphreys  County,  Tennessee, 
and  raised  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters. 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  my  relations  are  numerous 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  they  are  and  have  been 
without  a  single  exception,  respectable  and  useful 
citizens  within  their  several  spheres  of  life. 

My  sphere  in  life  has  been  from  infancy,  in  Davidson 
County,  Tennessee  (Page  7)  until  the  year  1816,  then 
in  Humphreys  County,  Tennessee,  until  18  37.  Then 
in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  near  and  at  Mayesville 
until  the  year  1860.  Then  in  the  southwest  portion 
of  DeSoto  County,  Mississippi,  up  to  the  present. 

JOHN  THOMPSON 
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Presented  to  my  grandson,  Quintius  Cincinnatus 
Smith,  June,  A.D.  1865. 

A  true  copy  by  Q.  C.  Smith,  March  1891.  The 
original  loaned  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Olivia  Thompson  at 
Hartsville,  Trousdale  County,  and  was  promptly  re¬ 
turned. 

The  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  "True  Copy” 
by  Q.  C.  Smith,  March  1891,  in  his  handwriting. 
It  is  in  the  possession  of  Margaret  Turner  Temple 
(Mrs.  Van  Carlton  Temple)  414  Mamie  Street, 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi. 

September  25,  1951 — copies  by: 

Kate  Arnold  Smith 
(Mrs.  Prentiss  E.  Smith) 

2000  Hardy  Street 
Hattisburg,  Miss. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  James 
Thompson  and  family  came  to  the  place  where 
Nashville  now  stands  about  1770.  As  early  as 
1769  and  1770,  adventurers  penetrated  the  Middle 
Tennessee  section  as  far  as  the  Cumberland  Valley. 
James  Robertson  was  at  times  among  these,  though 
it  was  not  until  1779  and  1780  that  he  and  his 
associates  led  a  large  party  to  the  Cumberland 
Valley  and  started  Nashville.  In  the  Wautauga 
section  a  battle  with  the  Indians  was  fought  July 
20,  1776,  and  James  Thompson  was  among  the  six 
who  sent  a  written  report  of  the  battle  to  Major 
Anthony  Bledsoe  (Ramsey’s  History,  p.  154). 


11 


During  1780  and  the  following  years  the  settlers 
in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville  endured  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  many  were  killed  by  the  Indians  and 
many  died  of  exposure.  On  account  of  these  hard¬ 
ships  some  of  the  first  settlers  left  the  colony  while 
others  remained  loyal  and  faithful.  Those  who  de¬ 
fended  the  country  and  their  companions  received 
special  honors  by  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina 
and  were  granted  without  cost  640  acres  of  land 
in  1784.  Among  those  so  honored  were  James 
Thompson  and  his  son,  Robert  Thompson  (Ram¬ 
sey,  Haywood,  pp.  218-220,  and  Matthews’  His¬ 
tories)  early  ancestors  of  the  Turners.  Biography  of 
James  Robertson  by  Matthews. 

On  pages  596  and  597  of  Ramsey’s  History  an 
account  is  given  of  the  killing  by  the  Indians  of 
John  Thompson  on  June  2,  1791.  It  appears  that 
James  Thompson  and  his  family,  who  lived  about 
seven  miles  from  Nashville,  were  attacked  March 
5,  1792  and  that  he  and  other  members  of  the 
family  were  killed  and  his  daughter,  Alice,  taken 
prisoner.  (Ramsey,  p.  606).  She  was  afterwards 
released.  (Haywood  414). 

It  appears  that  Robert  Thompson  moved  to 
Humphreys  County  about  1816  at  the  time  his 
son,  John,  moved  there  and  that  he  acquired  large 
quantities  of  land  on  Big  Richland  Creek  and 
Halls  Creek  and  Tennessee  River.  John  Thompson 
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was  County  Court  Clerk  of  Humphreys  County 
about  1820. 

At  an  earlier  date,  Robert  Thompson  had  ac¬ 
quired  by  grant  or  otherwise  several  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  Maury  County,  some  of  it  on 
Duck  River  and  some  on  Flat  Creek  in  the  eastern 
section  of  the  county.  For  love  and  affection  he 
gave  about  1820  to  his  son,  James,  572  acres  on 
Duck  River  below  Williamsport.  He  also  gave  land 
to  his  other  children.  Some  of  these  deeds  were 
acknowledged  in  Humphreys  County,  and  are 
duly  recorded  in  Maury  County. 

Robert  Thompson  died  in  Humphreys  County 
in  1822,  leaving  a  will  which  largely  corroborates 
the  foregoing  statement — 

WILL  OF  ROBERT  THOMPSON 
Born  1763— Died  1822 


Copy  of  Will . Dec.  29,  1820 

I,  Robert  Thompson,  do  make  and  publish  this  my 
last  will  and  testament  in  the  following  manner,  that  is 
to  say,  after  my  departure,  giving  my  soul  to  God.  It 
is  my  will  and  desire  that  my  burial  expenses  and  all 
my  just  debts  be  paid  out  of  my  estate.  Item  1:  I  have 
given  unto  my  two  sons,  Jacob  and  James,  their  full 
and  equitable  share  of  my  estate  before  and  at  the  time 
of  their  marriage,  and  what  I  have  given  them  I  allow 
to  them  and  their  heirs  forever.  I  have  given  to  my 
son,  John,  a  tract  of  land  on  Duck  River  in  Maury 
County  adjoining  the  tract  given  to  James,  containing 
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625  acres,  also  I  have  given  unto  him  heretofore,  2 
negroes  and  as  his  full  share  until  I  have  provided  for 
my  younger  children  in  manner  hereafter  named.  I 
have  given  unto  my  daughters,  Mary  Morris,  Sarah 
Wright,  Rhoda  Perry,  Elizabeth  Perry,  Maria  Turner 
and  Myranda  Wade  their  full  share  of  my  estate  until 
I  provide  for  my  younger  children  by  this  my  last  will 
and  testament  as  hereafter  expressed.  It  is  my  will  and 
desire  that  my  daughter,  Margaret  Dotson,  have  the 
property  I  have  already  given  her;  also  320  acres  on 
Bear  Creek  being  part  of  a  tract  of  1240  acres  I  pur¬ 
chased  from  J.  G.  Blount  by  his  Agent,  Willie  Blount 
in  Maury  County  and  State  of  Tennessee,  to  join  the 
lines  of  620  acre  tract,  to  run  so  as  to  make  320  acres 
to  her  and  her  heirs  forever;  also  one  negro  gurl  to  be 
purchased  out  of  the  sale  of  my  out  lands,  between  the 
age  of  10  and  13  to  be  given  her  as  her  share  of  my 
estate  and  to  the  heirs  of  her  body  forever.  ...  It 
is  my  will  and  desire  that  my  daughter,  Martha,  have 
and  enjoy  320  acres,  being  the  balance  of  the  above 
1240  acres,  to  run  with  the  line  of  Margaret  Dodson — 
also  two  negro  slaves  between  the  ages  of  10  and  13, 
or  older  ones,  equal  in  value,  also  one  horse  and  saddle 
worth  $80.00,  one  bed  and  furniture  worth  $30.00, 
also  $40.00  worth  of  household  furniture  and  one  cow 
and  calf  worth  $12.00  to  her  and  the  heirs  of  her 
body  forever. 

I  give  to  my  daughter,  Matilda,  the  land  I  hold  on 
Harmon  Creek  in  said  county,  containing  about  370 
acres  in  different  tracts,  but  all  adjoining  .  .  .  also  two 
negroes  between  the  ages  of  10  and  13,  one  horse  and 
saddle  worth  $8  0.00,  one  feather  bed  and  furniture  worth 
$30.00,  one  cow  and  calf  and  $40.00  worth  of  house¬ 
hold  furniture,  to  her  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  forever. 

It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  my  wife,  Nancy,  should 
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have  and  enjoy  the  tract  of  land  I  now  live  on  con¬ 
taining  148  acres,  together  with  the  laboring  service  of 
my  negro  boy,  Joe  and  woman,  Amy,  to  support  her 
three  children,  vis.,  Nancy,  Charlotte  and  Lucinda, 
also  two  feather  beds,  three  cows  and  calves,  two  good 
horses  and  sufficient  number  of  hogs,  say  30  or  40,  to 
support  her  and  her  three  children  so  long  as  she  re¬ 
mains  my  widow,  or  during  the  time  of  her  natural  life, 
provided  she  takes  care  of  my  three  children  above 
named  and  at  her  death  or  marriage  the  whole  of  said 
property  to  return  and  be  equally  divided  among  my 
three  daughters  above  named. 

It  is  my  wish  that  the  land  I  have  on  Big  Richland 
Creek  in  said  county  be  equally  divided  among  my  three 
daughters,  Nancy,  Charlotte  and  Lucinda,  also  two 
negroes  equal  to  those  given  to  Martha,  and  Matilda, 
taking  into  view  Amy  and  Joe.  After  the  death  of  their 
Mother  also  one  horse  and  saddle  each  and  the  same 
value  in  other  items  with  Martha  and  Matilda  to  them 
and  the  heirs  of  their  body  forever.  Also  it  is  my  will 
that  my  mills  be  let  out  yearly  and  the  profits  arising 
therefrom  be  applied  to  clothe  and  school  my  five 
children,  vis:  Martha,  Matilda,  Nancy,  Charlotte  and 
Lucinda,  and  my  widow  and  at  the  same  time  my  ex¬ 
ecutors  is  strictly  charged  to  see  that  no  part  of  the 
profits  arising  from  my  estate  should  ever  be  given 
to  Polly  Joslin,  or  Susan  Lane,  but  that  it  be  wholly 
applied  to  supporting  my  widow  and  her  children 
until  they  marry  or  come  of  age. 

It  is  my  will  that  my  widow  should  have  household 
and  kitchen  furniture  sufficient  to  her  situation  taking 
into  view  her  past  manner  of  life,  also  sufficient  number 
of  farming  tools  to  cultivate  her  plantation  for  the 
time  she  enjoys  it  as  above.  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that 
my  out  lands  to  be  sold  at  1,2,  3  years  credit  in  equal 
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payments  and  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  make  up  any  deficiency  that  may  be  in  any  of 
my  dividends  given  to  all  of  my  legatees,  and  after 
they  are  all  made  up  as  above  named,  if  there  is  any 
part  remaining,  it  is  my  will  that  Mary  Morris  and 
Elizabeth  Perry  should  have  $25.00  each  as  I  think 
they  are  entitled  to  that  sum  to  make  them  equal  with 
the  other  sisters,  to  them  and  the  heirs  of  their  body 
forever.  It  is  my  wish  that  Nancy  Harmon  have  and 
enjoy  peaceful  possession  with  the  profits  arising  there¬ 
from  of  the  tract  of  land  whereon  she  now  lives  so  long 
as  she  remains  a  widow,  or  during  the  term  of  her 
natural  life,  with  one-fourth  of  the  ferry,  her  paying 
the  tax  and  her  equal  share  of  the  expense  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  said  ferry,  provided  she  remains  and  lives  at 
said  ferry,  but  should  she  marry  or  move,  in  either  case 
her  rights  cease  and  said  plantation  and  ferry  to  return 
and  the  profits  arising  therefrom  to  be  applied  as  money 
from  my  estate  is,  and  after  all  legatees  is  made  up  all 
and  every  part  and  parcel  of  money  arising  from  my 
estate  to  be  equally  divided  among  all  my  children 
named  above. 

It  is  my  will  and  desire  and  I  do  nominate  and  ap¬ 
point  my  son,  John  Thompson,  Willie  Turner  and 
Henry  Wade,  my  true  and  faithful  executors  making 
void  all  other  wills  heretofore  made  by  me,  giving  them 
special  charge  to  see  and  take  special  care  of  my  widow 
and  children  and  to  see  that  this  my  last  will  strictly 
attended  to  and  executed. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  seal,  this  29th  day  of  December,  1820. 

P.S.  It  is  my  will  that  my  mills  be  put  into  the  shares 
of  my  three  younger  daughters  but  let  out  to  support 
them  till  they  come  of  age  or  marry  and  to  support  my 
widow  during  her  natural  life,  or  marriage.  Should 
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any  money  be  due  me  at  my  death  from  Henry  Wade, 
he  is  not  to  be  pushed  for  it,  but  instead  of  money  he  is 
to  pay  in  property  at  a  fair  price,  but  is  not  to  be  pushed 
or  distressed  for  it  in  any  way,  if  he  never  pays  it.  The 
201  acre  trace  on  the  south  side  of  Tennessee  Ferry 
is  to  be  sold  as  my  other  land,  also  the  land  on  the 
north  side  whereon  Nancy  Harmon  now  lives  after  her 
term  as  specified  above,  if  thought  advisable  by  my 
executors. 

NOTE — You  will  see  that  this  will  is  unsigned  and 
unwitnessed  but  no  doubt  it  was  set  up  by  legatees.  It 
may  have  been  properly  signed  in  original,  but  the  copy 
would  have  been  signed  also,  it  seems. 

Evidently,  Robert  Thompson  died  in  Humphreys 
County,  Tennessee.  He  may  have  married  in  that  county 
also.  Records  of  early  marriages  and  wills  in  that  county 
were  burned,  which  accounts  for  the  inability  to  locate 
marriage  bond  of  Robert  Thompson  and  his  second 
wife — Nancy — or  to  find  where  this  will  was  recorded. 
This  copy  of  his  will  was  found  in  the  Simpson  Perry 
papers  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Seth  Perry,  Bigby- 
ville,  Maury  County,  Tennessee,  Post  Office,  Columbia, 
Tennessee.  Neither  is  any  record  of  Robert  Thompson’s 
eldest  son  available  nor  of  where  his  will  is  recorded. 
He,  too,  may  have  married  in  Humphreys  County  and 
may  have  died  there. 

The  above  was  copied  by  me  from  a  family  his¬ 
tory  of  Mrs.  K.  S.  Howlett,  Franklin,  Tennessee, 
whose  grandmother  was  one  of  Robert  Thompson’s 
daughters.  She  is  now  about  80.  I  know  some  of 
the  Perrys  here  now. 
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It  would  have  been  a  very  natural  thing  for  the 
Perrys  to  have  an  unsigned  copy  of  the  will  as  a 
matter  of  finding  their  interest  in  the  estate. 

The  mills  referred  to  are  probably  the  Turner 
Mills  at  Mariah  on  Big  Richland  Creek  and  prob¬ 
ably  the  Sullivan  Mills.  The  ferry  appears  to  have 
been  at  Clydeton  on  the  Tennessee  River  and  the 
land  referred  to  north  of  the  Ferry  may  be  the 
land  formerly  owned  by  John  Sullivan  and  later  by 
the  Charles  N.  Turner  family,  early  known  as 
Doverdale.  It  appears  that  Robert  Thompson  and 
his  three  daughters,  Nancy,  Charlotte,  and  Lu¬ 
cinda,  lived  on  the  hill  across  Hall’s  creek  from 
the  Charles  N.  Turner  old  home  and  near  the 
Sullivan  graveyard.  I  think  Robert  Thompson  and 
wife  were  buried  in  that  graveyard.  This  Sept.  4, 
1947.  W.  B.  Turner. 

It  appears  that  Robert  Thompson  was  born  on 
the  ocean  during  a  trip  June  30,  1763.  His  wife, 
Sarah  Thompson,  was  born  April  30,  1769.  Simp¬ 
son  Perry,  who  lived  near  Bigbyville  in  Maury 
County,  married  Elizabeth  Thompson,  daughter 
of  Robert  Thompson,  and  he  kept  a  record  in 
his  family  Bible  which  shows  the  following: 

Children  of  Robert  and  Sarah  Robertson  Thompson 
Jacob  Thompson  was  born  Nov.  14,  1785. 

Mary  Thompson  was  born  Jan.  9,  1788,  married 

William  Morris  April  11,  1806,  and  had  four 


sons. 
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James  Thompson  was  born  Jan.  20,  1790,  married 
Sarah  Goodwin,  April  24,  1809  and  had  one 
daughter. 

John  Thompson  was  born  Jan.  29,  1792,  married 
Elizabeth  Dillahunty,  October  17,  1812. 

Sarah  Thompson  was  born  Feb.  14,  1794,  married 
John  M.  Wright,  Jan.  8,  1810. 

Rhoda  Thompson  was  born  Dec.  25,  1795,  mar¬ 
ried  Francis  Perry,  Dec.  30,  1812. 

Elizabeth  Thompson  was  born  Nov.  14,  1797, 
married  Simpson  Perry,  July  30,  1812. 

Mariah  Thompson  was  born  Nov.  10,  1799,  mar¬ 
ried  Willie  Turner,  Nov.  13,  1817. 

Maranda  Thompson  was  born  May  16,  1801, 
married  Henry  Wade,  June  3,  1817. 

Margaret  Thompson  was  born  Feb.  5,  1803,  mar¬ 
ried  - -  Dodson. 

Martha  and  Matilda  were  born  October  9,  1804. 

Martha  married  James  Homes. 

Matilda  Thompson  married  James  McFaughlin, 
October  4,  1825. 

Andrew  Thompson  was  born  in  1806  and  Robert 
Thompson  was  born  Feb.  10,  1808.  They  both 
died  in  infancy. 

Robert  Thompson  married  the  second  time.  His 
last  wife  was  Nancy  Slade  Becton,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  three  daughters. 

Nancy  Thompson  born  October  18,  1809,  mar- 
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ried  Dr.  John  Brown  and  lived  on  White  Oak 
Creek  in  Humphreys  County. 

Charlotte  Bell  Thompson  born  July  18,  1812, 
married  Sam  Woldridge  and  probably  lived  in 
Humphreys  County. 

Lucinda  Cevis  Thompson  was  born  July  21,  1814, 
married  James  Koen. 

A  muster  roll  of  Captain  John  Gordon’s  cavalry 
company  called  for  the  protection  of  the  Mero 
District  and  preserved  in  the  Tennessee  Historical 
Society  Archives,  gives  the  names  of  the  Company, 
on  the  day  of  discharge,  September  18,  1793  as 
follows: 

John  Gordon,  Captain;  Henry  Childress,  Lieu¬ 
tenant;  James  Martin,  Thomas  Creighten,  Williams 
Smith,  Sergeants;  James  Davis,  Music;  James  Hall, 
Beal  Bosley,  Phillip  Pipkin,  Robert  Thompson, 
Daniel  Brown,  Ennis  Hooper,  James  Russell, 
Charles  Russell,  Hugh  McCutchen,  John  Johnson, 
James  McCutchin,  Nimrod  Fielder,  Thomas 
Thompson,  George  Cook,  John  P.  Vaughn, 
Andrew  McNairy,  Joseph  Hart,  James  Campbell, 
James  Simmons,  Robert  Slaughter,  Samuel  Wilson, 
Macajah  Barrow,  Jacob  Reader,  Thomas  Cox, 
Joseph  Hutsell,  Joshua  Thomas,  John  Edmonton, 
Joseph  Lone,  James  Marshall,  Robert  Bell,  William 
Stewart,  Daniel  Edmiston,  Jason  Thompson, 
Thomas  Hickman,  George  Gentry,  James  Espey, 
Privates.  It  is  a  list  of  heroes.  To  ride  the  border 
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with  Jack  Gordon  was  proof  of  a  daring  spirit. 
P.  195  of  Mrs.  Octavia  Zollicoffer  Bonds  Family 
Chronicles. 

James  Thompson  was  commissioned  by  Gov. 
John  Sevier  Lieutenant  in  the  1st  Regiment  of 
Davidson  County,  August  16,  1798. 

Robert  Thompson  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Davidson  County  by  Gov.  John  Sevier, 
Jan.  5,  1799.  He  was  also  commissioned  Ensign  in 
the  Regiment  of  Knox  County,  August  10,  1799. 
Sevier’s  Commission  Book,  pages  13,  14  and  31. 


Historical  Reference  to  the 
THOMPSON  FAMILY 

Ramsey  History,  p.  154 — James  Thompson. 

Ramsey  History — 597 — Jason  Thompson  and  Oliver  Williams 
were  fired  on,  on  road  leading  from  Bledsoe  Station  to  a 
Cumberland  ford  Jan.  29,  1792. 

Haywood  342-3 — About  the  beginning  of  March  1792  the 
Indians  attacked  the  home  of  Mr.  Thompson  within  seven 
miles  of  Nashville,  killed  and  scalped  the  old  man,  his  wife, 
his  son  and  a  daughter,  and  made  prisoners  of  Mrs.  Caffrey, 
her  son,  a  small  boy,  and  Miss  Thompson. 

Ramsey — 596 — June  2,  1791,  the  Indians  killed  John  Thomp¬ 
son  in  his  own  corn  field  within  five  miles  of  Nashville. 

Ramsey — 606 — About  the  first  of  August  1793,  many  people 
were  in  slavery  with  the  Creek  Indians — among  them 
Alice  Thompson. 

Haywood — 414 — Alice  Thompson  released  from  captivity 
after  more  than  two  years  for  $2 66.662/i  worth  of  deer 
leather. 

Haywood — 218-219-220 — Act  of  N.C.  1782  rewarded  those 
who  stayed  through  the  trying  days  of  the  Cumberland 
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settlement  and  defended  it  by  giving  them  land.  Among 
them  James  Thompson  (Father  of  Robert  Thompson) 
The  Act  also  rewarded  those  who  were  not  of  age  June 
1780  and  who  defended  the  Colony  by  giving  them  640 
acres  of  land.  Robert  Thompson  was  among  these. 

Haywood — 219 — Provisions  were  made  for  heirs  of  those 
dead  including  Alexander  Thompson. 

Haywood — 341 — John  Thompson  murdered  June  2,  1791. 

Haywood — 3  86 — Alice  Thompson  in  captivity. 


It  will  also  be  observed  that  in  the  account 
given  by  John  Thompson,  that  he  says  Martha 
married  James  Homes  and  that  Matilda  married 
James  McLaughlin.  I  remember  hearing  these 
names  in  my  youth  and  Nancy,  Charlotte  and 
Lucinda  were  frequently  mentioned  and  I  well 
know  the  location  of  their  home  across  Halls 
Creek  on  the  hill  opposite  our  home. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  John  Thomp¬ 
son  that  his  father  was  married  twice — first,  Sarah 
Castleman,  second,  a  widow  Nancy  Slade  Becton. 
It  seems  this  widow  had  two  daughters,  Polly  and 
Susan,  by  a  former  husband,  that  Nancy  was  the 
mother  of  Nancy,  Charlotte  and  Lucinda.  Nancy 
married  Dr.  John  Brown  and  they  lived  on  White 
Oak  Creek  in  Humphreys  County.  Charlotte  mar¬ 
ried  Samuel  Woldridge  of  Humphreys  County  and 
Lucinda  married  Dr.  James  Koen. 

The  earliest  authentic  information  regarding 
our  Turner  ancestors  is  briefly  stated  as  follows* 


22 


My  great-grandfather  was  William  Turner  of 
North  Carolina.^  record  of  a  land  gram  to  him 
for  services  in  the  Continental  Arrpy^  is  shown  in 
the  War  Memorial  Building,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
— "State  of  North  Carolina  B^2,  William  Turner, 
North  Carolina  995,  Marcjk^,  1790  land  grant  for 
services  in  the  Continental  Army.  Copy  from 
Davidson  County  Gefurt  HousepWilliam  Turner 
served  with  the  Continental  Army  with  the  North 
Carolina  Troops. 

DIVISION  OF  WILLIAM  TURNER’S  ESTATE 
(Other  details  may  be  found  in  the  original  records 
in  Wilson  County,  Tenn.) 


Willie  Turner  drawed  lot  No.  1  for  100  acres 
of  land  beginning  at  two  ash  trees  Frances  Turners 
north  west  corner. 


Edmund  Turner  drawed  lot  No.  2  for  120  acres 
of  land  beginning  at  the  North  east  corner  of 
lot  No.  1. 

Robert  Turner  drawed  lot  No.  3  for  64  acres  of 
land  beginning  at  a  buckeye  the  south  east  corner 
of  lot  No.  2. 

William  Turner  Jr.  drawed  lot  No.  4  for  50% 
acres  of  land  beginning  James  Turners  north  west 
corner  a  beech. 

James  Gilliam  Turner  drawed  lot  No.  5  for  103 
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acres  of  land  beginning  at  a  white  oak  on  the 
eastern  boundary  line  of  the  original  survey  of 
1324  acres. 

Betsy  Turner  drawed  lot  No.  6  for  89  acres 
60  poles  of  land,  beginning  at  the  north  east  cor¬ 
ner  of  lot  no.  5  and  on  the  original  line  of  the 
old  survey. 

Thomas  Turner  drawed  lot  No.  7  for  89  acres 
and  60  poles  beginning  at  a  hickory  northeast 
corner  of  the  original  survey  of  1324  acres. 

The  division  of  the  personal  property  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  legatees  of  William  Turner,  deceased: 
Edmund  Turner  was  allotted  three  negros  to  wit, 
Joe,  Betty  &  Polly  at  650  dollars  by  lot  no.  1, 
Willie  Turner  was  alloted  three  negroes,  to  wit, 
Rachel,  Sella  &  Warren,  at  the  sum  of  $624.00  by 
lot  No.  4. 

Betsy  Turner,  late  wife  of  William  Foster  was  al¬ 
loted  three  Negroes  to  wit,  Patsy,  Gilbert  &  Fanny, 
at  the  sum  of  $572.00  by  lot  No.  5. 

Fot  No.  2  contains  Fou  &  Bam  at  $624.00. 

Fot  No.  3  contains  Washington  and  Milica  at 
$624.00. 

Fot  No.  6  contains  Amea  &  Acquilla  at  $650.00. 
Fot  No.  7  contains  Peggy,  Moses  &  Micah  at 
$624.00. 

Fot  No.  1  pays  Fot  No.  5  the  sum  of  $26.00. 
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Lot  No.  6  pays  Lot  No.  5  the  sum  of  $26.00 
making  in  the  whole  amount  $52.00  making 
Lot  no.  5  equal  to  the  rest  of  the  lots  amount¬ 
ing  to  $624.00  each  as  represented  by  these 
members  when  allotted  for  before  the  commis¬ 
sioners. 

The  equal  division  of  the  notes  due  to  William 
Turners  estate  deceased  in  James  Turners  hands 
as  guardian  for  the  legatees  of  William  Turner 
deceased  divided  by  the  commissioners  present. 

To  Edmund  Turner  in  the  sum  of  $216.00,  Willie 
Turner  $216.78, 

Betsy  Turner  late  wife  of  William  Foster  $216.00. 
The  balance  of  the  notes  lying  in  the  hands  of 
James  Turner  guardian  the  dividends  is  to  be 
found  in  the  said  guardians  hands.  We  do  certify 
that  the  within  is  a  true  schedule  of  the  different 
divisions  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  William 
Turner  deceased  as  alloted  to  the  different  legatees 
by  us  the  commissioners. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  12th  day  of  January 
1815. 

John  Doak 
Thomas  B.  Reese 
Alexander  Baird 
Frederic  Carter 
Robert  Doak 
Commissioners 
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State  of  Tennessee 

Wilson  County  Court  March  Term  1815 

The  within  report  of  the  commissioners  on  the 
division  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  William 
Turner  deceased  was  exhibited  in  open  court,  and 
ordered  to  be  registered. 

Test  John  Alcorn  Clerk  of  Wilson  County  Court 
Registered  the  14th  day  of  June  1815. 

Test  Henry  Ross  Register  of  Wilson  County. 

Milliam  S.  Terry,  M.D.  of  Jefferson,  Texas  gave 
the  following  information  concerning  the  Turner 
Line; 

"John  Turner,  Boss.  Emigrant  ancestor  first  re¬ 
corded  land  1651  in  Virginia,  (land  grant  6  Nov. 
1651 — have  notes  on  this — ) 

Married  Mary  Tomlyn,  daughter  of  Mathew  Tomlyn 
who  died  in  1684.  Issue:  John,  James,  Thomas,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Joseph  and  Symon,  will  dated  25  Mar.  1705, 
Proven  in  court,  Isle  of  Wight  Co.,  Va.,  9th  of  June 
1705. 

Joseph  Turner  received  land  grants  Isle  of  Wight 
Co.,  1715,  1724,  1734  and  in  Brunswick  Co.  (that  part 
formerly  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Co.  in  173  5).  M.  I — 
2666  Burchett.  Will  in  will  Book  I  page  214  Brunswick 
Co.,  Va.  Names  of  children  Elizabeth,  James,  Mary, 
John,  Simon  and  Sarah.  Elizabeth  Turner  married 
Arthur  Jordan  whose  son  married  Martha  Ward  and 
whose  daughter,  Nancy  Belcher  Jordan,  married  David 
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Terry  12  Nov.  18  07,  Warrenton,  N.C.  and  lived  in 
Maury  County,  Tenn.  after  1830.” 

William  Turner  of  Wilson  County  who  married 

- Francis  was  the  father  of  the  following 

children  : 

Edmond  Turner  born  October  8,  1793. 

Willie  Turner  born  April  14,  1796  our  Grandfather 
Betsy  Turner  born  May  17,  1798 
William  Turner  born  July  25,  1800 
Robert  Turner  born  August  25,  1802 
James  G.  Turner  born  September  1,  1804 
Thomas  and  Stephen  Turner  born  July  15,  1809 
Stephen  B.  Turner  born  November  11,  1810 
James  E.  Turner  born  April  13,  1806 

Willie  of  the  above  married  our  grandmother, 
Mariah  Thompson.  The  Turner  and  New  families 
were  only  distantly  connected  by  marriage.  A 
statement  by  John  New  of  Woodbury,  Tennessee, 
made  about  1903  in  a  letter  to  W.  B.  Turner, 
Columbia,  Tennessee  indicates  this.  Mr.  New  was 
a  captain  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  Clerk  and 
Master,  Chairman  of  the  County  Court,  State 
Senator,  a  friend  of  Congressman  W.  C.  Huston 
and  active  in  politics. 

After  the  death  of  William  Turner,  about  1812, 
his  widow  Frances  apparently  married  Charles 
T.  New.  For  accuracy  reference  is  made  to  Wilson 
County  records.  This  probably  accounts  for  the 
name  Charles  New  Turner  among  Willie’s  sons. 
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The  descendants  of  Willie  and  Mariah  Thompson  Turner 
Willie  Turner  (Grandfather)  was  born  April  14,  1796, 
son  of  William  Turner  and  Frances. 

Mariah  Turner  (Grandmother)  was  born  November 
10,  1799,  daughter  of  Robert  Thompson. 

Willie  Turner  and  Mariah  Thompson  were  married 
November  17,  1817.  Sons  and  daughters  of  above  were: 


Williams  G.  Turner  born  January  13,  1819 
Robert  Turner  born  May  4,  1821 
Holly  F.  Turner  born  December  1,  1822 
John  Thompson  Turner  born  December  14,  1824 
Sarah  E.  Turner  born  April  14,  1827 
Thomas  (T)  Turner  born  March  13,  1829 
Charles  New  Turner  born  February  14,  1831, 
died  June  26,  1914 

Martha  A.  Turner  born  December  31,  18  32 
James  H.  Turner  born  October  11,  18  34 
Willie  V.  Turner  born  May  19,  1836 
Andrew  J.  Turner  born  October  22,  1843 

(The  V  in  name  above  I  think  was  for  Van  Buren) 
(The  J  in  name  above  I  think  was  for  Jackson) 

MARRIAGES: 

Willie  Turner  and  Mariah  Thompson  were  married 
Nov.  17,  1817 
Of  their  children — 

Hugh  J.  Dickson  and  Holly  F.  Turner  were  married 
Aug.  20,  1841 

J.  J.  Pollard  and  Sarah  E.  Turner  were  married  May 
4,  1847 

Robert  T.  Turner  and  Catherine  Box  were  married 
Oct.  28,  1847 
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Len  W.  Johnson  and  Martha  A.  Turner  were  married 
Oct.  28,  1851 

John  T.  Turner  and  Susan  E.  Box  were  married  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  18  5  5 

Thomas  T.  Turner  and  Martha  Trotter  were  married 
Feb.  21,  1856 

Charles  New  Turner  and  Hettie  Burl  Sullivan  were 
married  November  23,  18  58 

James  FI.  Turner  married  Ellen  Box 

Willie  Van  Buren  Turner  married  Molly  Mitchell 

Andrew  J.  Turner  married  Eudora  McAuley 

DEATHS: 

Willie  Turner  died  January  18,  1860  at  9  o’clock  P.M. 
Age  63  years,  9  months  and  4  days. 

William  G.  Turner,  eldest  son  died  May  1,  1842 

Mariah  Turner  died  March  6,  1874,  aged  74  years, 
3  months  and  26  days. 

Ellen  Turner,  wife  of  James  H.  Turner  died  July  18, 
1880. 

Willie  Turner  was  reared  in  Wilson  County  under 
prevailing  conditions  of  country  life. 

February  1,  1814  he  entered  the  U.  S.  Army  at 
Lebanon,  Tennessee,  in  the  Company  of  Capt.  Moses 
Thompson,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  in  the  War  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  served 
three  months  and  eighteen  days  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Fayetteville,  Tennessee,  May  10,  1814. 

On  November  13,  1814,  he  again  entered  the  Army 
at  Lebanon,  Tennessee  for  a  period  of  six  months  as 
a  Corporal  in  the  Company  of  Capt.  James  A.  Black, 
in  the  division  commanded  by  Maj. -Gen.  Williams 
Carroll,  in  the  War  with  Great  Britain.  During  this 
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time  he  was  in  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  Jan.  8, 
1815.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  May  13,  1815,  and  given  a  Certificate  showing 
his  faithful  service  to  the  U.S.  under  most  trying 
hardships  that  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of  his 
Country,  signed  by  Maj.-Gen.  Wm.  Carroll. 

National  Archives  records 

While  he  was  a  young  man  he  went  to  Humphreys 
County,  Tennessee  about  1817  and  engaged  in  farming 
on  Big  Richland  Creek,  and  in  operating  a  grain  mill 
and  saw  mill.  He  built  a  residence  near  by  and  is 
burried  near. 

The  next  generation  in  which  we  are  directly 
interested  are  the  children  of  Charles  New  Turner 
and  his  wife,  who  was  Hettie  Burl  Sullivan.  Hav¬ 
ing  given  a  brief  history  of  the  Turner  side,  I 
will  now  give  a  brief  account  of  the  ancestors  of 
Hettie  Burl  Sullivan. 

Hettie  Sullivan’s  grandparents,  Charles  Sullivan 
and  Nancy  Lindsey  Sullivan,  first  lived  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  family  moved  to  Zanesville,  to 
Muskingham  County,  Ohio,  at  a  very  early  date. 

Charlie  and  Nancy  L.  Sullivan  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  viz:  John,  Harriett,  Betsy,  Bar¬ 
berry,  Jim  and  Tom  Sullivan.  Tom  was  killed  at 
the  salt  works  near  Zanesville  by  a  stick  sliding 
down  a  shoot.  Harriett  married  a  Richner  and 
lived  at  Greyshot,  Ohio,  and  Barberry  married  a 
Heaton  and  lived  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  Having  no 
information  regarding  Betsy  and  Jim,  it  is  assumed 
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that  they  continued  to  live  at  Zanesville.  John 
Sullivan,  while  a  young  man,  moved  to  Nashville, 
and  then  to  the  Cumberland  Furnace  in  Dickson 
County,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  moulder. 

Robert  Brown  and  Lucy  Brown  (Lucy  Jeps) 
at  an  early  date  lived  in  Franklin  County,  Virginia. 
They  were  the  parents  of  Mary  Ann  Brown.  She 
married  William  Thompson.  The  parents  of  this 
William  Thompson  were  Major  Thomas  Thompson 
and  Kisy  Thompson  (was  an  Adams). 

William  Thompson  and  Mary  Ann  Thompson 
were  the  parents  of  Aarena  Thompson,  who  was 
born  May  10,  1811.  The  family  lived  at  Rocky 
Mount,  Virginia,  moved  to  Bathe  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1810  and  about  six  years  later  to  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Tennessee,  where  William  Thomp¬ 
son  died  about  1818.  Aarena’s  uncle  was  an  over¬ 
seer  for  George  Ray  for  one  year  and  then  moved 
from  Washington  County  to  Greene  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  Afterwards,  they  moved  to  Dickson 
County,  Tennessee,  probably  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Cumberland  Furnace.  Aarena  Thompson  here 
met  and  married  John  Sullivan  about  1827  and 
in  183  3  or  earlier  they  moved  to  Humphreys 
County,  Tennessee.  John  Sullivan  having  formed  a 
partnership  with  Anthony  Van  Lear  and  Daniel 
Hillman,  they  erected  an  iron  furnace  known  as 
the  Fair  Chance  Furnace  on  Richland  Creek  about 
two  miles  east  of  the  Tennessee  River.  The  furnace 
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was  in  operation  at  the  time  the  stars  fell  in  1833. 
In  addition  to  pig  iron,  it  manufactured  utensils 
for  the  house  and  general  use.  The  furnace  was 
not  in  operation  many  years.  At  the  same  place 
at  an  early  date  a  flour  and  corn  mill  was  erected. 
We  do  not  know  who  built  it  but  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  John  Sullivan  and  was  operated  by 
his  widow  until  about  1897.  Many  years  after 
the  mill  went  down,  C.  W.  Turner  moved  the  old 
millstones  to  his  residence,  in  Waverly,  where 
they  are  now. 

After  John  Sullivan  moved  to  Humphreys 
County  he  built  a  large  residence  and  other  build¬ 
ings  near  the  furnace  where  he  cleared  a  large 
farm  and  lived  until  his  death  August  31,  1860. 
His  widow,  Aarena,  continued  to  live  and  maintain 
the  farm  and  a  family  home  there  until  her  death 
September  9,  1900.  During  the  Civil  War  the 
first  home  was  burned  by  Federal  soldiers  and  she 
and  the  family  endured  many  hardships.  She 
erected  in  the  place  of  it  a  large  two  story  log 
room  with  frame  dining  room  and  kitchen  and 
good  outbuildings,  some  of  which  in  bad  condi¬ 
tion  still  survive.  After  the  furnace  was  closed, 
John  Sullivan  acquired  several  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  the  vicinity.  The  Big  Richland  Valley  and 
home  site  and  farming  lands  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  T.V.A.  about  1941,  and  much  of  it  has 
been  flooded  by  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  Lake. 
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A  large  part  of  the  land  still  remains  in  the  hands 
of  his  heirs  and  has  been  quite  valuable  for  timber. 

Both  John  Sullivan  and  his  widow,  Aarena,  are 
buried  in  the  old  Sullivan  graveyard  on  the  C.  N. 
Turner  home  place.  On  his  tombstone  is  engraved: 
"Born  September  10,  1795 — died  August  31,  1860. 
Our  Father  has  gone  to  the  mansions  of  rest” 

On  her  tombstone: 

"Born  May  10,  1811 — died  September  1900 

Dearest  Mother,  you  have  gone  and  left  us,  and 
gone  to  live  with  the  Blessed.” 

Children  of  John  and  Aarena  Sullivan,  who  were 
married  about  1829.  John  T.,  James  H.,  Joseph 
H.,  Charley,  Mary,  Hettie  B.,  Nora,  Lucie  and 
William  A. 

Charles  New  Turner  born  February  14,  1831, 
died  June  26,  1914. 

Hettie  Burl  Sullivan  born  March  13,  1836,  died 
August  20,  1926. 

Charles  New  Turner  and  Hettie  Burl  Sullivan 
were  married  Nov.  23,  18  58.  Their  children  were: 

Joseph  Andrew  Turner,  born  January  7,  1862 — died 
Charles  Harris  Turner,  born  August  2,  1864 — died 
December  21,  1883 

Clarence  Willie  Turner,  born  October  22,  1867,  died 
March  24,  1939. 

Nora  L.  Turner,  born  September  1,  1869. 

William  Bruce  Turner,  born  October  16,  1871. 

Son  born  and  died  in  infancy. 
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Walter  Hollister  who  married  Nora  L.  Turner  was  born 
August  12,  1867  and  died  February  2,  1902. 

They  had  one  daughter,  Mildred,  who  married  Dr.  Fred 
E.  Marsh  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  WILLIE  TURNER  AND 
MARIAH  THOMPSON  TURNER 

We  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  the 
names  of  the  younger  descendants,  and  have 
largely  confined  our  names  to  the  children  and 
grandchildren.  The  younger  descendants  can  use 
what  we  give  and  add  additional  names  and  in¬ 
formation  in  making  out  their  own  family  records. 

1A.  William  Turner  died  young. 

2B.  Robert  Turner  married  three  times. 

1.  to  Catherine  Box.  Their  children  were: 

Willie,  father  of  Claudia,  who  married  Hemby; 
Catherine  who  married  Gatlin,  Bruce,  father  of 
Dr.  Randolph  Turner.  Henry,  Mose,  Susie,  who 
married  Jess  Guin  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Tom,  Clarence,  Putt,  Lola,  Henry  and  Luther. 
Matilda  who  married  Mr.  Boone. 

2.  to  Mrs.  (Edwards)  Cowan,  their  children  were: 
Ford  and  Floyd  (Twins) ;  Ford  married  Docia 
Carter,  parents  of  Pearl  Turner  Bailey.  Floyd 
married  Huce  Hemby. 

3.  to  Feriby  Collier. 

3C.  Holly  Frances  Turner  married  Hugh  J.  Dickson. 
Their  children  were  Sophronia,  who  married 
Mitchell,  Mattie  married  Skelton,  Alice  married 
Allen,  Hugh  died  young,  Joe  died  young,  Clark 
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died  young,  Nolan  a  bachelor,  and  Wyly  who 
married  Bennetta  Edmondson. 

Children  of  James  Wyly  Dickson  and  Bennetta 
Edmonson. 

Benjamin  Hugh  married  Susie  Hinson;  Blanche 
married  Herbert  Adkins;  Frances  Pearl  married 
Dr.  L.  F.  Loggins. 

The  Loggins  children  are  Miss  Maurine  Loggins, 
Lucille  L.  Scott  wife  of  Dr.  William  S.  Scott, 
Helen  L.  Miller  wife  of  Dr.  Clay  Miller  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  Tenn.,  and  Marjorie  L.  Hornaday  wife 
of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Hornaday. 


4D.  John  T.  Turner  married  Susan  Box. 

Children: 

1.  Allen  B.  never  married.  1816332 

2.  Emma  Mariah  married  William  J.  Wright.  Parents 
of  twins:  Emma  M.  married  W.  M.  Uffleman  and 
Willie  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son,  Sargent 
Aubry  Wright  who  married  Patricia  C.  Smith. 
He  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  and  at  the  Columbia 
Military  Academy.  They  are  the  parents  of  Lt.  Col. 
William  J.  Wright,  U.  S.  Air  Force,  who  married 
Margie  Parker  and  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Sharon,  and  son,  Parker.  Aubry  and  wife  are  also 
the  parents  of  Alice,  who  married  Ruben  Algood. 
She  has  two  daughters,  Pattie  and  Rebecca. 

3.  Susan  married  Cole  C.  Hobbs.  Children:  Bessie, 
Pearl,  Morris. 

4.  and  5.  John  and  Moses  never  married. 

6.  Nancy  J.  married  W.  B.  Richardson.  Children: 
Jewel,  Geneava,  Leslie  and  Bula. 

8.  9  and  11.  Hugh,  Lonnie  and  Aubry  died  in  infancy. 
10.  Lucien  died  at  age  16. 

7.  Henry  (Ruben)  married  C.  Mills  and  2nd,  Anna 
West.  No  children. 


5E.  Sarah  Turner  married  James  J.  Pollard.  They 
are  parents  of  Wyly,  Robert,  Sally,  Emma  who 
married  Dr.  Stokes,  Laura  who  married  Mr.  Skel¬ 
ton,  and  Mattie  who  married  Mr.  Hagler. 

6F.  Thomas  T.  Turner  married  Martha  Trotter.  They 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

1.  Andrew,  who  married  Maggie  Gordon. 

Their  Children:  Henry,  Thomas  Gordon, 
Frank  and  Walter. 

2.  James  who  married  in  Oklahoma. 

Children:  Jim,  Bulah,  Mae,  Boyd  and  Wyly. 

3.  Boyd  who  married  Nora  Dickson. 

4.  Wyly  who  married  Heddie  - 

Children:  Grady  and  Wyly. 

5.  George  who  married  Addie  Carnell. 

Children:  Ethel,  Edith,  Arthur,  Yvonne, 
George,  Thomas,  Eva,  Elsie  and  Eugenia. 

6.  Alice  who  married  David  Cooper. 

Children:  Lydia,  Lucie,  Mattie,  Thomas, 
Mabel,  Margaret,  Helen,  and  Mack. 

7.  Ella  who  married  Billie  Biffle. 

Children:  Leslie,  Blanch,  Joe  and  Bernice. 

8.  Mattie  Maria  who  married  Dee  Wynn. 
Children:  Lillian  married  Grady  Span,  Lorene 
married  R.  ^Porch,  Addes  died  when  small, 
D.  A.  died  when  small  and  Alma. 

9.  Katie  who  married  Alonzo  Bailey. 

Children:  Pauline  who  married  Wiley  Craft 
and  Mary. 

10.  Beulah  married  L.  B.  Little. 

Children:  Cleon  Turner,  William  Lawrence 
and  Ursula. 

7G.  Charles  New  Turner  married  Hettie  Burl  Sulli¬ 
van.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

1.  Joseph  Andrew  married  Addie  Young.  They 
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are  the  parents  of  Mary  Joe  and  Christine  who 
lived  at  McEwen,  Tennessee. 

Mary  Joe  married  Ben  F.  Wehrenberg  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  was  employed  by 
the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation  many  years  and  in 
many  important  positions.  He  was  first  a 
distributor  at  Waverly,  Tenn.  He  was  soon 
promoted  to  a  position  in  Nashville,  then  to 
a  position  in  New  Orleans,  then  district  man¬ 
ager  at  Birmingham,  then  operations  manager 
at  New  Orleans  from  which  place  he  was 
sent  to  Chicago  as  Direct  Sales  Manager  for 
that  company  for  the  Chicago  Division,  be¬ 
ginning  in  the  latter  part  of  1957.  Their  only 
daughter,  Frances,  married  H.  J.  Hinrichs, 
now  the  parents  of  Linda  Frances,  Fred  Turner, 
and  Clark  B. 

Christine  married  Fred  Baraga  who  was  a 
talented  teacher  at  McEwen,  and  an  athletic 
coach.  He  died  Nov.  3,  1942  and  is  buried 
in  Minnesota.  Christine  continued  to  teach  at 
McEwen  after  his  death  and  rendered  valuable 
service  to  that  community. 

2.  Charles  Harris,  a  second  son,  was  never  married 
and  died  December  21,  1883. 

3.  Clarence  Wyly  married  Mrs.  Nell  Rust  Cowan 
and  they  resided  in  Waverly,  Tennessee.  They 
had  no  children.  He  was  at  one  time  editor 
of  the  Waverly  Sentinel,  active  in  politics  and 
was  for  a  time  County  Judge  of  Humphreys 
county.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  to  fill  out 
Mr.  Padgett’s  term  in  1922,  and  again  in 
193  3  and  served  until  his  death  March  24, 
1939  in  Washington.  He  is  buried  at  Waverly. 

4.  Nora  T.  married  Walter  Hollister.  They  are 
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the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Mildred  who 
married  Dr.  Fred  E.  Marsh.  He  was  born  at 
Petersburg,  Tenn.,  July  23,  1898.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  in  medicine  at  Vanderbilt  University,  in¬ 
terned  at  the  Toledo,  Ohio  Hospital  and  served 
three  years  fellowship  at  the  Mayo  Clinic. 
He  has  lived  and  practiced  medicine  at  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.  with  great  success  for  several 
years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons  Dr.  William  Hollister  Marsh  who 
married  June  Ellen  Hudson,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Walter  Hollister  Marsh,  Jr., 
and  Laura  Ellen.  Fred  Marsh  recently  married 
Virginia  Shalibo  and  they  live  at  Lake  Charles, 
La.  He  has  a  fine  position  as  a  civil  engineer. 
Their  children  are  Fred  E.  Ill  and  David 
Turner. 

Clarence  Bruce  is  a  medical  student  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  and  will  soon  com¬ 
plete  his  studies. 

William  Hollister  Marsh  was  in  World  War 
II  and  as  Pvt.  1st  Class  was  awarded  the 
Bronze  Star  medal  for  meritorious  action  on 
March  15  th  1945  in  the  Hardt  Mtns  in 
France. 

In  order  to  cover  an  attack  with  machine 
gun  fire  Pvt.  Marsh  maneuvered  his  machine 
gun  section  down  a  steep  hillside  and  set  up 
his  guns  along  a  road  in  a  draw.  Artillery  and 
morter  fire  was  falling  along  the  road  and 
snipers  were  active,  but  Pvt.  Marsh  continued 
to  advance  with  his  guns  until  he  reached 
the  designated  location  and  went  into  action, 
enabling  the  rifle  troops  to  take  their  objective. 
Pvt.  Marsh’s  aggressive  leadership  and  disregard 
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for  safety  at  a  critical  time  led  to  the  over¬ 
coming  of  the  enemy  resistance  in  the  area. 
Entered  military  service  from  Chattanooga. 

Harry  Collins 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 

Commanding. 

Dr.  William  Hollister  Marsh  is  now  practic¬ 
ing  in  Chattanooga. 

5.  William  Bruce  Turner  was  born  and  reared  in 
Humphreys  County,  attended  law  school  at 
Cumberland  University,  and  begun  practic¬ 
ing  law  at  Columbia,  Tenn.  after  teaching 
school  a  year  or  two.  He  was  appointed 
special  Circuit  Judge  in  1908  and  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Eleventh  Judicial  Circuit  and 
begun  serving  in  Sept.  1910  and  served  four 
terms,  thirty  two  years,  and  voluntarily  re¬ 
tired.  As  a  retired  judge  he  continues  to  ren¬ 
der  service  in  court.  He  married  Miss  Louise 
Fleming  Frierson  of  the  Zion  Church  Com¬ 
munity  of  Maury  County,  Tennessee  where 
they  continue  to  live.  The  Fleming  and  Frier¬ 
son  families  were  among  the  earliest  notable 
settlers  and  they  continued  to  be  among  the 
most  useful  citizens.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

6.  An  infant  boy  that  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  New  Turner  father  of  the  above  children 
was  well  educated,  a  successful  farmer  on  Big 
Richland  and  Halls  Creeks,  a  long  time  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  an 
officer  in  its  various  organizations.  He  was  in 
the  Confederate  Army.  He  held  no  public  offices, 
but  as  a  good  citizen  took  an  active  interest  in 
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public  affairs.  His  wife  Hettie  B.  was  a  Christian 
young  lady  of  culture  and  associated  with  the 
leaders  in  her  section.  She  was  educated  in  the 
Old  Cloverdale  school  in  Dickson  County,  Tenn. 
She  and  her  husband  made  a  fine  home  for  their 
children  and  the  community  about  eight  miles 
north  of  Waverly,  Humphreys  County,  Tenn. 
His  granddaughters,  Mary  Joe,  Christine  and 
Mildred  Hollister  were  members  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

8H.  Martha  Turner  married  Lenn  Johnson.  Their 
children  were:  Hart,  married  Issie  Pittard,  Charlie 
/married  Lizzie  Pittard,  Mary  married  Ben  Pig- 
/  gram,  Lula  married  Rev.  Crit  Russell,  Willie 

/  married  Florence - ,  Sidney  married  Sarah 

/  Fortner.  Children  Loyd,  Viola,  and  Bonnie  married 
;  and  lived  in  California.  From  these  children  there 
/  were  a  number  of  descendants,  including  Mrs. 

Winnie  Young,  Detroit,  Mich. 

91.  James  H.  Turner  married  Ellen  Box  first,  then 
Alice  Gray  in  Maury  County.  By  the  second 
wife  he  had  a  son  James,  who  married  Miss  Hem- 
by,  and  a  daughter  Lula  who  married  Marvin 
Lovell.  They  are  the  parents  of:  Alice,  Florence, 
Jimmie,  Marvin  Jr.,  and  Mary. 

10J.  Willie  Van  Buren  Turner  married  Molly  Mitchell, 
and  lived  in  Pigott,  Arkansas.  They  had  two 
sons,  James  and  Robert.  Robert  is  the  father  of 
Ella  Turner,  active  in  public  service,  and  Robert, 

Jr. 

11K.  Andrew  J.  Turner  married  Eudora  McAuley. 
Their  children  were: 

1.  Wyly  Erastus  married  Cora  Moore.  Children: 
Juanita  married  Bruce,  Zada  married  Dr. 
Preacher,  Wyly  married  Alice,  Martha  R.  mar- 
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ried  J.  C.  Ayers,  Thomas  A.,  William  F.,  James 
H.  and  Page  J. 

2.  William  F.  married  Mary  Lula  Carnell. 
Their  children  were:  Margaret  Nell  married 
Dr.  Van  Carlton  Temple  whose  children  were: 
Margaret,  Van  Carlton,  and  Catherine. 
Margaret  married  Duncan  Goldthwaite  and 
Van  Carlton  Temple,  Jr.,  Ensign  in  Navy, 
married  Nell  E.  Eubanks. 

Mary  L.  married  L.  L.  Adams,  whose  children 
were  Charles  and  Frank. 

Billie  married  George  Feldkircher.  Children: 
George,  Carolyn,  and  Jane. 

3.  Page  married  DyrSheldon.  Children:  Clarence 
and  Edith  who  married  Ross  Doty. 

4.  Ida  married  Wilson  Parker.  Children:  Alese, 
Elva,  Willie  Boyd  and  Walter  D. 

5.  Ruth  married  Monroe  Vaden.  Children:  Eu- 
dora,  Velma,  and  Virginia. 

6.  Herbert  Leopold  killed  by  lightning. 

7.  Ira  DeWitt  married  Lola  Pigram.  Children: 
Maurene,  Ira  DeWitt,  Jr.,  killed  in  World 
War  II,  and  Rachel. 

8.  Grace  died  in  1921. 

9.  Issie  married  William  Doty.  Children:  William, 
Eudora,  Robert,  Elsie  and  Roy  C. 

10.  Alonzo  married  Pearl  Burdoff.  Children:  Agnes 
Lorine,  Leon,  Robert  Lee,  and  Alene  A.  Tur¬ 
ner. 

ROBERT  TURNER  raised  his  family  in  Hum¬ 
phreys  County  near  his  father’s  home.  Most  of  his 
family  remained  in  that  County. 
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Holly  Frances  Dickson  and  her  family  lived  in 
Houston  and  Dickson  Counties.  The  younger  ones 
have  gone  to  different  places. 

John  Turner  raised  his  family  in  Humphreys 
County. 

Sarah  Pollard  lived  near  Erin  in  Houston  Coun¬ 
ty,  Tennessee.  Her  son,  Robert,  practiced  law  in 
JutkoUTT,  Mississippi. 

Thomas  Turner  raised  a  large  family  a  few 
miles  from  his  father’s  home  in  Humphreys  Coun¬ 
ty.  His  sons,  Andrew,  James,  and  Boyd  went  west 
and  settled.  Wyly,  George,  Mattie  and  Alice  lived 
and  raised  families  in  Humphreys  County.  All  of 
them  useful  and  active  citizens.  Katie  Bailey  lived 
in  San  Jose,  California.  Beulah  moved  out  of  the 
County.  Ella  married  a  Biffle.  Her  son  went  to 
Washington  and  became  Clerk  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 

Charles  N.  lived  in  Humphreys  County  about 
eight  miles  from  the  old  home. 

Martha  Johnson  lived  all  her  life  in  the  old 
home  of  her  father.  The  children  scattered.  Bonnie 
went  to  California.  One  went  to  Kentucky  and 
some  to  Detroit,  Michigan. 

James  H.  lived  in  Humphreys  County.  His 
daughter,  Lula,  died  there  and  her  children  are 
probably  at  Old  Hickory,  Tenn.  His  son  James 
lived  near  the  old  home  and  in  West  Tennessee. 

Van  Buren  Turner’s  descendants  still  live  in 
Arkansas. 


i 


42 


Andrew  J.  reared  a  large  family  near  his 
Father’s  old  home.  His  son,  Wyly,  was  a  doctor 
and  practiced  in  Tennessee. 

William  practiced  law  in  Waverly.  His  daughter, 
Margaret,  married  Dr.  Van  Carlton  Temple  and 
they  were  both  interested  in  a  hospital  at  Hatties¬ 
burg,  Mississippi. 

Page  married  Dr.  John  Sheldon. 

The  other  children  married  and  engaged  in 
farming  or  business.  The  descendants  of  all  were 
honorable  and  made  useful  citizens  in  many  lines 
of  business. 

Dr.  Wyly  E.  Turner,  s&n  of  Andrew  J.  Turner, 
had^4fe sons, \jimes  and^william  in  World  War  II, ^ 
and  a  son  Thomas  A.  Turner,  a  graduate  of  the 
U.S.  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  and  now  h; 
high 


MARI AH  CHURCH 
By  Mrs.  W.  L.  Garber 

The  Mariah  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church 
is  located  about  six  miles  north  of  Waverly,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  on  Big  Richland  Creek. 

I  Antecedents 

Before  the  Mariah  Church  was  organized  a 
small  congregation  met  in  the  home  of  Willie 
Turner  each  Sunday  for  religious  services.  This 
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building  stood  about  six  miles  north  of  Waverly, 
Tennessee,  near  Big  Richland  Creek.  It  was  a  log 
structure  which  originally  had  port  holes  from 
which  the  people  fired  at  the  Indians. 

II  Organization 

After  meeting  in  this  home  for  religious  services 
for  some  time,  the  congregation  decided  to  organize 
themselves  into  a  Church.  On  September  19,  1880, 
the  Rev.  A.  G.  Castleman  organized  the  Mariah 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  with  eleven 
charter  members.  W.  S.  Knight,  James  Carter, 
Thomas  T.  Turner,  A.  J.  Turner,  A.  S.  Johnson, 
A.  V.  Turner,  Charlie  Johnson,  S.  Alice  Turner, 
M.  A.  Knight,  Nannie  Fortner  and  E.  C.  Turner. 
The  following  elders  were  elected  by  the  congre¬ 
gation:  Thomas  T.  Turner,  James  Carter,  W.  S. 
Knight  and  A.  J.  Turner. 

The  Church  joined  the  Charlotte  Presbytery  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  at  its  next 
regular  meeting. 


Ill  Buildings 

First  Building — The  Mariah  Church  has  had 
two  buildings.  The  ground  on  which  the  first 
building  was  built  was  given  to  the  Church  by 
Mrs.  Mariah  Turner,  widow  of  Willie  Turner. 
The  name  "Mariah”  was  given  to  the  Church  in 
honor  of  her.  The  first  church  was  built  on  the 
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south  side  of  Big  Richland  Creek.  It  was  a  log 
building.  No  record  has  been  given  concerning 
the  date  it  was  built.  On  Saturday  before  the  third 
Sunday  in  May  1883,  the  session  appointed  T.  T. 
Turner,  James  Carter  and  A.  S.  Johnson  as  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  procure  a  deed  to  the  Church  and  have 
it  registered. 

Second  Building — On  August  10,  1892,  the  ses¬ 
sion  appointed  a  building  committee  of  five  to  se¬ 
lect  a  location  for  building  a  new  church.  The  com¬ 
mittee  named  was:  W.  S.  Knight,  A.  J.  Turner, 
W.  W.  Turner,  H.  H.  Carnell  and  J.  E.  Guinn.  On 
July  8,  1893,  this  committee  reported  that  it  had 
selected  the  old  site  for  building  the  new  church. 
At  this  time,  a  new  building  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  which  was  to  develop  the  plans  for  build¬ 
ing  the  new  church.  Members  of  the  committee 
were:  A.  J.  Turner,  H.  H.  Carnell,  J.  E.  Guinn, 
A.  S.  Johnson  and  W.  S.  Knight.  On  July  29, 
1893,  this  committee  reported  to  the  session  that 
the  new  building  was  under  construction.  It  has 
not  been  determined  when  the  building  was  com¬ 
pleted. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1906,  the  creek  got  into 
the  new  building  and  washed  it  from  its  pillars. 
Mud  settled  in  the  building,  and  it  was  necessary 
for  men  to  go  in  and  scoop  it  out.  The  building 
was  jacked  up  and  put  on  pillars  about  five  feet 
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tall  to  prevent  the  creek  from  getting  in  it  again. 
Finally  the  building  was  moved  north  of  Big 
Richland  to  its  present  location. 

IV  Sunday  School  Organized 

On  Saturday  before  the  second  Sunday  in  April 
1886,  the  session  ordered  that  a  Sunday  School 
be  organized  at  the  Mariah  Church.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  the  church  had  a  Sunday  School. 

V  Pastors 

The  following  ministers  have  served  the  Mariah 
Church:  A.  G.  Castleman,  September  19,  1880- 
1884;  D.  D.  Cooley,  June  13,  1885;  H.  N.  Cooley, 
October  1885;  G.  W.  Nichols,  January  19,  1889; 
H.  N.  Cooley,  April  1890;  E.  M.  Carnell,  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1893;  A.  M.  Taylor,  October  12,  1894; 
B.  B.  Larkins,  July  1,  1899;  J.  A.  Allison,  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1899;  B.  B.  Larkins,  March  31,  1900;  A.  F. 
Eddins,  July  4,  1903;  A.  FI.  Sykes,  August  8, 
1895;  J.  R.  Knight,  October  5,  1907;  H.  H.  Bink¬ 
ley,  November  30,  1907;  W.  A.  Blades,  March  5, 
1910;  A.  W.  Clinard,  April  1,  1912;  G.  E.  Danby, 
February  13,  1915;  J.  J.  Binkley,  June  2,  1917; 
A.  J.  Byrn,  October  1,  1921;  R.  J.  McCaslen, 
July  11,  192  5;  M.  C.  Powers,  August  3,  1929- 
1935;  C.  P.  Mayhew,  March  21,  1948;  S.  O.  Mc- 
Adoo,  March  30,  1949;  M.  C.  Powers,  July  17, 
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1953;  and  J.  David  Hester  since  November  15, 
1953. 

VI  Entertained  Presbytery 
Charlotte  Presbytery  met  with  the  Mariah  con¬ 
gregation  twice;  October  188  5  and  March  1891. 
The  Mariah  Church  became  a  part  of  Clarksville 
Presbytery  in  1899.  Since  that  time,  Clarksville 
Presbytery  has  met  with  the  Mariah  congregation 
on  the  following  dates:  September  24,  1912; 
March  31,  1931;  March  25,  1941;  and  September 
25,  1947. 

VII.  Modern  Building 

A  modern  building  is  now  being  constructed. 
Rev.  Kenneth  Treadaway,  present  pastor.  Elders: 
Loyd  Johnson,  Mrs.  Herman  Williams,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Garber,  Guy  V.  Williams,  Vester  Fortner  and  Reece 
Johnson. 
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OBITUARY. 


Wiley  (Willie)  Turner. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  notice  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  in  1796.  In  early  youth  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Sumner  county,  Tenn.;  from  thence  to 
Wilson  county,  where  he  remained  until  his  manhood. 
He  was  married  in  early  life  to  Miss  Moriah  Thompson, 
and  located  on  Big  Richland  Creek,  Humphreys  county, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  18th  of  January  18  60.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  died  lamented  by  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.  He  was  ever  devoted  to 
the  interest  of  his  country;  served  in  two  campaigns 
against  her  enemies;  was  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
and  at  Pensacola.  He  was  a  good  husband,  a  kind  and 
affectionate  parent,  a  kind  and  indulgent  master.  When 
he  was  first  taken  down  in  his  last  illness,  he  remarked 
to  his  wife  that  he  was  perfectly  resigned  to  the  will 
of  the  Lord.  He  had  never  made  a  public  profession  of 
religion.  A  few  days  after  his  confinement  he  called  his 
wife,  (his  mind  being  fixed  on  God;)  he  said,  "Stand 
still,  and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord.”  Then  folding 
his  arms  upon  his  breast,  after  a  pause,  he  clasped  his 
hands  and  said,  "Farewell,  vain  world,  I  am  going  home.” 
This  gives  his  friends  hope  that  he  has  gone  to  the  better 
land.  He  raised  ten  children,  most  of  whom  are  respec¬ 
table  members  of  the  Church. 

To  the  others  I  would  say,  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God. 

A.  J.  Parrish 

P.  S. — Nashville  Christian  Advocate  please  copy. 

A.  J.  P. 
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